CM101: Mission as Transformation
SESSION 1: THE QUESTION OF MISSION

Making some learning notes
In this first session we have looked at a range of different ways of expressing what mission is all about.  In your learning journal add brief notes about what you have learnt this session so that you can look back on them in the future.  
1. Be sure to make a note about the ‘Great Commission’, to summarise the three modes of mission described in the first reading, and also the key points from the reading about missio Dei.

You might also find it helpful to make a list of any questions or insights which you plan to raise at your local group meeting.
Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal (you may find it helpful to refer to the notes in the Programme Handbook about your learning journal before proceeding further):
2. Reflect on missio Dei as it is described in the second reading.  How, if at all, has this reading changed your understanding of mission and the work of the Church?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

3. Reflect on the ‘Great Commission’ which Jesus gave to his first disciples.  Can you think of examples of when you have lived out an aspect of this commission in your own life as an Anglican Christian?

4. Look at the three modes of mission described in the first reading again.  Think about the ministries of your local church.  Try to describe two activities which fit under each mode of mission.  If you cannot think of two for each, look in previous copies of ‘The Encounter’ and see if you can find examples of things that are going on in other parishes which would fit in these areas.

5. Which of the three modes of mission are you most drawn to, and which do you feel most uncomfortable about?  Try to articulate why you feel this way.

CM102: Anglicanism

SESSION 1: A CHURCH FROM ENGLAND
Making some learning notes
6. Look back over the extract which you have been reading, and the notes which you have made.  If you wish to keep any of these notes for future reminders, or to prompt you to raise questions or issues at your next local group meeting it would be good to transfer these into your learning journal. 

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

7. In Australia we have tended to call Anglicans “Protestants” and Roman Catholics “Catholics.”  Bishop Frame argues that Anglicans are “Reformed Catholics” rather than Protestants.  Try to describe briefly what he means by this, and reflect on whether you agree or disagree with what he says.

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

8. The chapter which you have just read covered an enormous period of history very quickly.  Can you identify two events or decisions which were described in the text which you had not known about before and which surprised you?  Try to reflect on what surprised you about them.

9. The history of the Church of England, and therefore the history of our Anglican Church of Australia, is interconnected with the history of the development of English politics, society and culture.  How do you feel about the fact that the lines between religion and politics are so blurred in our history? Try to reflect using specific examples from the reading if you are able.
10. If you were to travel to Britain today you would discover people who still speak in terms of the Celtic understanding of “thin places.”  These sites, which are often associated with ancient holy events or the lives of the saints, are places where pilgrims are especially aware of the closeness between earth and heaven.   Reflect on whether you have had an experience of God in a “thin place” in Australia.  Where was this, and what was the experience?

Integrative exercise


There is no integrative exercise this session.
Situation analysis

Each session you will be asked to remember to complete tasks in the situation analysis handbook.  Please refer to the handbook for guidance and instructions.

11. This session you are asked to complete the tasks in the first session of the handbook.
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SESSION 2: ANGLICAN EVANGELISM

Making some learning notes
12. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

13. Look again at the five values of a mission-shaped Church (remember these are not the five marks of mission of the Anglican Communion).  Can you think of two examples for each which illustrate your local congregation’s commitment to these values?

Look back at the notes which you have made on the four generations.  Taking your local congregation as a whole, what percentages of each of the four generations makes up the congregation?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

14. All baptised Christians are called to engage in mission. What are some of the ways that you might take up the challenge to be an evangelist in your community?

15. Do you regard pastoral care as a form of evangelism?   What arguments would you advance for considering it so?

16. Bishop Cottrell suggests a number of ways that a parish can engage in evangelism.  Which of them do you think are possibilities in your parish?  What steps could you personally take to draw these models to the attention of your parish?
17. The Lambeth Conference of 1988 called for a re-shaping of the Church so that it would function as an agent of mission. This Diocese has embarked on the process of becoming a missional Church. What changes have you already seen, and what changes do you expect or hope to see in the future?
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SESSION 2: BEGINNINGS IN AUSTRALIA
Making some learning notes
18. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  In particular, as briefly as possible, you may want to note down a general sketch of the historical developments described in the reading.  It might also be helpful to note down the different understandings of Church represented by the ‘Church parties’ (for example Evangelical and Anglo Catholic).

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

19. The reading introduced us to a number of significant figures and heroes from our past.  Select one of these people.  What appeals to you about the ministry of the person you have selected? (try to respond using very brief bullet points or notes) 

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

20. The Anglican Church of Australia is a ‘broad church’ holding together different ways of expressing our tradition.  What are the benefits of being a broad Church?  Do you think that this is a good way of being Church, or would you prefer us to all express ourselves in one way?

21. Which expressions of Anglicanism do you think are the foundation for the way that Church is lived out in your local congregation? (there may be more than one).  Try to illustrate this by pin pointing particular understandings and ways that things are done.

22. If you have been a member of another Parish or have lived in another Diocese, can you identify differences in practice between what happened where you were, and what happens where you are now?  

Integrative exercise


Each session the integrative exercise will provide you with an opportunity to bring together everything that you have learnt during the session.  You need to write your response to this exercise in your learning journal after you have completed the reflection questions.
The focus of this session’s exercise is the five marks of mission of the Anglican Communion:

· To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom;
· To teach, baptise and nurture new believers;
· To respond to human need by loving service; 
· To seek to transform unjust structures of society; 
· To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.
23. Bringing together the main points that you have read and reflected upon this session, try to re-draft the five marks of mission to include the themes which we have been studying.  (You may find it helpful to look again at the comments made by MISSIO).
Do not be concerned if you find this exercise difficult, you are being asked to do your best in the time available.  
We will be re-visiting the marks of mission later in the course, and you will have the opportunity to include new learnings and perspectives as we progress.

Situation analysis

24. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
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SESSION 3: THE MISSION OF JESUS
Making some learning notes
25. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes about what you have been reading in your learning journal.  In particular, as briefly as possible, you may want to note down a definition of ‘prophetic ministry’, the ‘Galilean Principles of Mission’, and the ‘three players’ in any mission event which the author describes.

Tasks for reflection
For these tasks, if you cannot think of an example from your own ministry, or the life of your local Church for any of these questions, try to think of an example which you have heard about from another congregation in the Diocese of Newcastle.

Please complete this task in your learning journal:

26. Stephen Spencer argues that mission is not just a matter of what we do (a set of activities), it encompasses everything.  Can you think of an example of how mission has been restricted to a particular activity in your local congregation and also a second example which illustrates mission as being all-encompassing in the life of your local Church?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

27. Look at your notes on ‘prophetic ministry’ as it is described in the reading in relation to the ministry of Jesus.  What is ‘prophetic ministry’? (try to illustrate your description by using two examples of when you have, or someone you have seen has acted in this way)

28. Look at your notes on the ‘Galilean Mission Principles’ Can you think of an example of how each principle is being worked out in your own ministry, or in the life of your local congregation?

29. Look at your notes on the ‘Three Players.’  Think of a mission activity which is currently taking place in your own ministry or the life of your local congregation. Can you discern the ‘three players’ at work in your activity?  Which one do you think has been listened to most in your planning?
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SESSION 3: THE METHODIST AND EVANGELICAL REVIVALS

Making some learning notes
30. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

31. Where can you identify the continuing influence of the Evangelical and Methodist Revivals in your local congregation and in the Diocese of Newcastle today?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

32. The leaders of the Evangelical and Methodist Revivals all underwent profound religious experiences which changed their lives.  They described this transforming experience in different ways: John Wesley, for example, records that his heart was “strangely warmed”.  If you have experienced this kind of encounter in your life, how would you describe it? 
33. One of the features of these revivals was the zeal with which Christians began communicating their faith to others and the emergence of societies dedicated to Christian mission.  We each have different gifts and talents and we communicate differently.  What in your circumstances do you consider to be the best way(s) of communicating your faith to other people?

34. A great deal is made of the influence of The Enlightenment which appeared to portray reason and science as enemies of faith.  This relationship has often seemed uncomfortable for Christians in the past.  Thinking about articles you have read or TV documentaries you have viewed, how would you describe the relationship between science and faith today?

Integrative exercise

35. Compile a list of three or four questions about contemporary life which you think people you know are voicing, or trying to articulate today.  Try to develop a strategy for a mission activity which would relate to these questions.  Write up your response to this exercise in your learning journal.
If you are in a Parish Ministry Team you might decide to raise this strategy at your next team meeting.  If you wish you can complete this exercise as a group together.
36. Do you need to make any changes to your revised version of the five marks of mission in the light of your studies this session?

Situation analysis

37. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
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SESSION 4: A MISSION OF QUESTIONS

Making some learning notes

38. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading 

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

39. One of the implications of the article is that in considering our own practice of mission, we might become more concerned with asking people appropriate questions which prompt them to reflect upon their lives, rather than providing them with religious or dogmatic answers.  What would be the practical implications for you of adopting this mission strategy as an element of your ministry?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

40. Professor Kritzinger’s paper invites us to begin to think of mission in a different way.  Have you ever thought before about the way that in his teaching, his use of parables and his practice of ministry, Jesus confronted people with searching questions?  Can you think of examples of when you have used (or seen others use) questions to good effect in mission and ministry?
41. Can you think of instances in your own life in which a question posed to you by somebody else, has led to a deepening of your Christian faith?

42. The writer uses the powerful imagery of ‘roots’ and ‘wings’.   How would you describe your roots and your wings?
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SESSION 4: THE ANGLO-CATHOLIC REVIVAL

Making some learning notes
43. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

44. There was a particular emphasis on the importance of ritual in this revival.  All of us observe certain rituals within our daily lives.  How important is ritual to you in your daily life, and in your devotions and spirituality?  Try to think broadly about rituals outside of the Church as well as within.

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

45. One of the insights of the Anglo Catholic Revival was that social life must be brought into the heart of worship, and worship into the heart of social life.  How could this insight assist you in your local congregation?

46. One of the criticisms of the Anglo Catholic movement is that elaborate ‘smell and bells’ ceremonial at the Eucharist and other services can foster an ‘other-worldly’ quality to religion.  Do you consider this to be a problem or a benefit?

47. There is an insistence in Anglo Catholic worship that all of our senses should be fully engaged to transport us beyond the mundane and ordinary into a world of mystery and transcendence in which our spiritual awareness is enhanced.  In what ways could this sense be fostered within our contemporary worship services?

Integrative exercise

We have now discussed the contributions of the Evangelical, Methodist and Anglo Catholic Revivals in the life of the Church.  The integrative exercise this session is to arrange to attend a service at an Anglican Church in the Diocese which has a different tradition from the one which you are used to.  If you are unsure of which Church to visit why not ask your parish priest for advice?
48. Attend a service and then try to write a list in your learning journal of the differences in the liturgy and teaching from what you experience in your own congregation.
49. Do you need to make any changes to your revised version of the five marks of mission in the light of your studies this session?

Situation analysis

50. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
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SESSION 5: THE SPONTANEOUS EXPANSION OF THE CHURCH
Making some learning notes
51. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

52. Although Fr Allen expresses himself in somewhat outdated language his basic argument comes through very clearly. What would you say are the three most important points he makes about communicating the Gospel in the early days of the Christian Church?
Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

53. Pixley agrees with Marx that religion can become an “opiate” in which “suffering people are offered private dreams to compensate for an intolerable public reality.”  Can you think of any examples of Church life where this accusation could be made today?
54. Many biblical scholars suggest that St Paul’s apparent lack of concern for people’s personal situations (remember that he urged people to be content with whatever position in life God has assigned to them ‘slave or free’) was due to his conviction that Christ would return very soon and all injustices would be righted. This may have been why he pointed out the importance of the spiritual relationship of slaves with God, rather than calling for an end to the institution of slavery. 

Nevertheless, it was the Evangelical Revival, as we have seen, which called for the end of the slave trade.  Can you think of some recent examples of churches and Christians having a change of mind about historically inherited understandings which have related to social justice or issues of human-worth?
55. Although himself a priest, Fr Allen felt that the development of ministry as a profession, had delivered too much authority and power to the ordained ministry and had disempowered the mission and ministry of the laity which had been a feature of the early Church.  Is this an accurate description of the state of Christian mission today?

56. Fr Allen’s approach reflects the principles of self-support, self-administration and self-propagation which had been enunciated by Henry Venn of the Church Missionary Society.  To what extent do you think this is an achievable vision for each local church in Australia today?  What obstacles would need to be addressed to render this a possibility?
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SESSION 5: THE LITURGICAL REVIVAL

Making some learning notes
57. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

58. One principle of the Liturgical Movement was to relate liturgy more to everyday life.  What suggestions do you have for making the liturgy in your parish relate to people’s concerns and lives?
Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

59. The Liturgical Movement has brought about changes which have made the eucharistic liturgies of Roman Catholic, Anglican and Protestant churches very similar in character.  Do you regard this as a good development or not?  For what reasons?

60. Fr Percy Dearmer said that to proclaim God, the Church must amongst other things stand ‘for freedom of thought, study, discussion and for beauty’.  The recovery of beauty in an age of ugliness was important for liturgical reformers.  What message about ‘beauty’ does the liturgy in your church convey?

61. Dom Gregory Dix in The Shape of the Liturgy identified the central acts around which the Eucharist is constructed: Jesus took the bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it; He took the cup of wine, blessed it and passed it around. To what extent are these actions obviously the focus of your local congregation’s Eucharist?

Integrative exercise

Firstly, choose one of these two exercises, then secondly complete the exercise relating to the five marks of mission:

62. In your learning journal reflect upon how the Sunday liturgy in your local Church could become a more effective instrument for mission.  Try to make specific suggestions.

63. The connections which we make between our mission projects and the Kingdom of God can sometimes lead to the idea that mission is a purely human exercise, rather than a God initiated and Spirit fuelled enterprise.  When engaging in mission what steps can we take to ensure that we do not lose sight of this fuller perspective?
64. Do you need to make any changes to your revised version of the five marks of mission in the light of your studies this session?

Situation analysis

65. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
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SESSION 6: THE CONTEXT OF MISSION: THE ECONOMIC PICTURE

Making some learning notes
66. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

67. This session’s focus on economics has suggested that there are biblical and theological precedents for Christians regarding working for justice and including economic justice as a priority for mission.  The second reading is a particular example of this.  Recall, or research any biblical passages, or events in the life of Jesus which would justify or oppose this understanding.
Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

68. Both theologians like Boff, and activists like Marcos call upon the Church to demonstrate its loving solidarity with the poor and economically oppressed within the community.  How has your local congregation engaged with this kind of mission, if it hasn’t, how could it practically engage?

69. In the first reading Anthony Giddens is cited as arguing that all manner of contemporary phenomena, such as global terrorism, can be traced to the dark side of globalisation.  He no doubt had the attack on New York’s World Trade Centre in mind.  What kind of response would you give to a person who advocated physical attacks on such symbolic representations of globalisation in order to bring about change?

70. In the first reading Konrad Raiser is quoted as suggesting that spirituality has a role to play in economic development as well as other spheres of life.  What kind of contribution do you think spirituality can offer?
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SESSION 6: SCRIPTURE, TRADITION AND REASON

Making some learning notes
71. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  

 Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

72. How do you respond to the images the writer uses of the three-legged stool for stability, or the three-ply yarn for binding together?  Firstly, describe the image and what it means in your own words.  Secondly, do you have an alternative distinctively Australian image to offer which you think describes the relationship between scripture, tradition and reason more clearly in your context?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

73. What is your personal attitude to authority? Are you the kind of person who relies upon it, appreciates it, or resists it?   How do you see your understanding of authority working out in your local Church context?

74. The Anglican understanding of authority has made it possible for the Church to tolerate and comprehend opposing viewpoints and this has made Anglicanism an extremely inclusive rather than exclusive expression of the Christian faith.  Some people regard this as the genius of the Anglican way.  Others regard the lack of doctrinal clarity as a weakness.  What in your experience are the advantages and disadvantages of “the Anglican way”?
75. Regardless of the presenting issues, the debates that are currently threatening to split the Anglican Communion are very much focused on the relationship between scripture, tradition and reason.  The mainly theologically-conservative Anglican churches of the Global South argue that more liberal-minded Anglican churches have placed too much emphasis on reason and tradition.  These churches respond that the Global South relies too much on interpretations of Scripture which tend to ignore reason and tradition.  

There are echoes of this argument in William Countryman’s article which you have just read.  Where do you stand in relation to this debate?  Do you think it can be resolved?
Integrative exercise

Every institution has its own ‘tradition’ which it considers important to its life and purpose.  The tradition may be made up of things like special stories from the past, unwritten understandings, and particular ways of doing things.

76. How would you describe the ‘tradition’ of our Diocese of Newcastle?  How would you describe the ‘tradition’ of your parish?

77. Do you need to make any changes to your revised version of the five marks of mission in the light of your studies this session?

Situation analysis

78. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
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SESSION 7: THE CONTEXT OF MISSION: THE SOCIAL LANDSCAPE

Making some learning notes
79. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  
Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

80. To what extent do you think that a shift from ‘seeing is believing’ to ‘believing is seeing’ is a good description of what is happening in Australian life today?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

81. The statistics in this report reflect national trends and there may be local differences.  How far do you think they are representative of your area?  Are you aware of any significant deviations from the norm?

82. Which of the results of the survey surprised you the most?  Which would you expect?  Why do you think people consider crime is rising when in fact it is falling?

83. Can you identify some opportunities for mission in the picture this national survey provides?
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SESSION 7: PRAYER BOOK HISTORY: PART ONE
Making some learning notes
84. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  

Tasks for reflection
Please complete these two tasks in your leaning journal:

85. Anglicans have valued their prayer books since the Reformation.  What is the benefit of having worship which is ordered by a prayer book?  What are the disadvantages?

86. Pick three of your favourite hymns or worship songs.  What do you they tell you about God and the world? 

Integrative exercise

87. If you were going to construct a survey to find out what the needs of the people in your neighbourhood are, what questions would you ask?  (try to list ten questions if you are able)

88. Do you need to make any changes to your revised version of the five marks of mission in the light of your studies this session?
Situation analysis

89. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
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SESSION 8: THE CONTEXT OF MISSION: CULTURE

Making some learning notes
90. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

91. Several years ago the Church Mission Society published a series of images of Jesus as he was perceived through the lenses of different cultures.  If you were to produce an image of Jesus that is culturally appropriate to the neighbourhood in which you live, what would he look like, and what else would be in the image?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

92. This article provides us with a range of cultural images of Jesus.  Did you find one particular image more compelling than the others?   Which one was it?  Why do you think this was?
93. Stuart Piggin employs literature as a way into analysing the characteristics of Australian culture.  Did you find this a helpful approach?   If not, what approach would be of greater appeal to you?
94. Some people have considered some contemporary images of Jesus as being highly offensive.  An example of this is the way that female artists, conscious of the exclusion of women from fully participating in religion, have portrayed the crucified Christ as a woman, Christa.  This has offended some other groups. Do you think that such images, representing a community’s pain, are appropriate?  Or should we impose limits on cultural representations of Jesus?

95. Films are cultural representations, so when they have a religious theme they often arouse great controversy.  Think for example about The Life of Brian, The Last Temptation of Christ, and more recently Mel Gibson’s film The Passion of the Christ.  Should Christians be offended by depictions of Christ in films which move beyond the normal boundaries of the Christian tradition?

96. We sometimes hear people argue that we in Australia live within a Christian culture.  Some cite as evidence the way that the principles of the Ten Commandments underlie the way that we relate to one another.  Do you think that our culture is Christian?  If not, what would make it Christian?
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SESSION 8: PRAYER BOOK HISTORY: PART TWO
Making some learning notes
97. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  


Tasks for reflection
Please complete these two tasks in your learning journal:

98. Have you ever experienced a service from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer?  If so, try to remember the main differences between that service and the service which you usually attend now.  If not have you ever experienced a service which is very different to the one which you usually attend, use that example instead.  (This question presumes that your normal service is not from the 1662 prayer book, if it is then reverse the question).

99. Some people argue that clergy and other ministers in the sanctuary should no longer wear robes, do you agree or disagree with this point of view?  Try to explain why.

Integrative exercise

100. Reflect on the liturgy at the main service at  your local Church.  When you think about the way the liturgy is celebrated at your Church what aspects of Australian culture are represented in it?  What aspects of English history are represented in it?  How could it be made to be more ‘Australian’?
Do you need to make any changes to your revised version of the five marks of mission in the light of your studies this session?


Situation analysis

101. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
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SESSION 9: EVANGELISM AND WORSHIP

Making some learning notes
102. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading. 
Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

103. Choose one of the five summary points from the article (in the final section).  How well is your local Church doing at achieving Bishop Stancliffe’s suggestion?  Try to offer suggestions about things that can be improved.

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

104. Bishop Stancliffe argues that through the sacraments we can know the presence of God in our worship.  Do you experience God’s presence in the sacraments in a special way?

105. Have you ever been in a worship service which was exceptionally good? (try to describe what was so good about it)

106. Reflect on the image of the ‘dance’ including everyone and full of energy and life.  Can you think of examples in the worship of your local congregation which fit with this image?
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SESSION 9: AN AUSTRALIAN 
PRAYER BOOK

Making some learning notes
107. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

108. Look through your copy of “A Prayer Book for Australia.”  Do you consider the prayer book to have a distinctively Australian character to it or could it have been produced anywhere in the world?  Try to explain your answer with one or two examples from the prayer book.

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

109. Look back at the notes which you have made this session.  What were the main things which you found out (and had not known before) about the development of A Prayer Book for Australia?

110. When the time comes for further prayer book revision, and supposing that a new book is developed for the national Church, can you suggest any distinctively Australian services which are not currently in the prayer book which could be written and added?  List them with a couple of sentences explaining why these new services are needed.

111. A Prayer Book for Australia does not include a traditional language rite as some new prayer books have retained in other parts of the Anglican Communion.  Do you think that it was a good idea to omit a new traditional language rite for the Eucharist?  Try to explain your answer.

Integrative exercise

112. It is critically important that we make our worship welcoming and accessible to visitors and newcomers without it being toned-down or over-simplified to the extent that it loses its power.  Develop a list of strategies for making the main worship service in your Church more welcoming and accessible for people from your local area who might come for the first time.

113. Do you need to make any changes to your revised version of the five marks of mission in the light of your studies this session?

Situation analysis

114. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
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SESSION 10: THE CONTEXT OF MISSION: POLITICAL DIMENSION
Making some learning notes
115. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

116. Do you agree or disagree with Brueggemann’s suggestion that our global political situation today in which God “has dropped out of the narrative of the world” offers baptised Christians an opportunity for mission?
Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

117. Where if anywhere, do you see signs of Christian progressives and traditionalists and those who affirm or eschew politics, overcoming their differences in order to engage in mission?  How would these differences best be overcome?

118. Having read the transcript, what does it tell you in general about the Australian political scene?  How accurate a picture do you think the radio programme paints of Australian politics?

119. We have previously looked briefly at economics.  To what extent did the script make you aware of the way that economics and politics are intimately related?

120. The broadcast focused mainly on national political concerns.  Do you think that national concerns accurately reflect local concerns?   If not, what local political issues are you aware of?

121. Where do you stand on the spectrum of the responsibility for Christians to engage with, or separate themselves from politics?
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SESSION 10: CHURCH AND NATION
Making some learning notes
122. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

123. In reading about the witness of Wilberforce, Maurice, and Weston, can you identify what they shared in common?   Where did they differ?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

124. In what ways does your local Church reflect the culture of the secular world? In what ways does it exercise a prophetic ministry in critiquing that culture?
125. The 1960’s events in the Anglican Church in Queensland where young clergy got caught up in the spirit of the age, may today produce wry smiles.  How would you define the spirit of our age today?   What evidence is there for the Church addressing it seriously?  What style of ministry would best address it?

126. Kevin Rudd, arguing from the example of the alterative Christian voice that Dietrich Bonhoeffer articulated in the Nazi era, suggests that what Australian politics needs is not a greater Christian voice but a variety of Christian voices.  He argues this because in his view the only voice being heard in Australian politics today is a conservative voice.  Do you consider this a reasonable or unreasonable argument?
127. Archbishop Jensen is anxious to move political debate away from “the vapid meanderings about Australian values” towards “Christian leadership expressing itself by applying the insights of the biblical revelation”.  He sees the Church’s contribution as exercising its particular expertise, applying biblical insights to the fundamental questions raised by economics.   What would be your reasons for agreeing or disagreeing with this view?
Integrative exercise

128. Reflect upon the needs and opportunities in your local neighbourhood for a new socially engaged ministry.  Write up your reflections in your learning journal.  Why not discuss your ideas with your parish priest?

129. Do you need to make any changes to your revised version of the five marks of mission in the light of your studies this session?

Situation analysis

130. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
CM101: Mission as Transformation

SESSION 11: WORKING FOR TRANSFORMATION

Making some learning notes
131. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

132. The theological notion of incarnation is employed both as a way of reminding us that God is incarnate and active in our world, and that mission demands that we too need to be personally present in people’s struggles.  How might you “be present” in the struggles of people who live in your neighbourhood?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

133. The Section on “Mission and the Groaning Earth” reminds us that mission requires us “to attend to the whole environment” and “the life or death planetary crisis”.  This raises questions about consumption, land use, biodiversity and so on – elements of contemporary life which we haven’t normally associated with mission.  What are the environmental issues facing your local community?  How might your parish community respond to them (for example by making changes to personal and Church lifestyles and practices)?  What practical steps can you initiate to help churchgoers to be more conscious of the issues?

134. The report is very conscious of the negative way that American history, power and activities in the world are perceived by others.  These perceptions are seen to be obstacles to mission.  To what extent do you think that there are negative views of Australia?  What can the churches do to address such issues?

135. The issue of globalisation which we looked at earlier in the programme is emphasised again here.  Companions in Transformation suggests that in situations where there is “the unjust use of resources by a stronger few at the expense of the weaker many, the Church must humbly proclaim the hard sayings of Jesus to the wealthy.”  This is a very difficult demand to place before us.  Have you any ideas about how this could be undertaken in your mission and ministry practice? 

CM102: Anglicanism
SESSION 11: ANGLICAN GOVERNANCE

Making some learning notes
136. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  
Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

137. What are your personal hopes for the Anglican Communion?  Is it something of importance to you?   In what ways do you regard it as important, marginal or irrelevant to your life as an Anglican?
Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

138. How aware were you, before reading the first extract, of the development of Anglican Church structures in Australia?  How useful to ministry and mission is it to know something of this background?

139. The structure of Church governance in Australia delivers a great deal of independence to dioceses, so that an individual Diocese is able to make “innovations” without the consent of General Synod, as the Diocese of Perth did when it moved forward with the first ordination of women to the priesthood before there was national consensus on the issue.  What do you feel about this situation?  Do you regard this as prophetic witness?  Or do you think a more centralised system of authority would be a good thing?

140. The style of governance locally, nationally and internationally is described as voluntary and cooperative.  Can you identify any biblical principles or theological ideas which you could use to argue for these principles?

141. Do you think that the voice of lay people is sufficiently present in the synodical life of the Diocese, within the national Church and within the Anglican Communion?

Integrative exercise

Ernest Hemingway once famously wrote a story in just six words.  His story was “For sale: baby shoes, never worn.”  He argued that it was the best story he ever wrote.

142. Try to summarise the story and life of the Anglican Church and write it as a story in your learning journal in exactly six words.

 (We would like to include some of these six word stories on our website.  If you are willing to share yours with the world please e-mail it to: director@schooloftheology.net)


Situation analysis

143. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
CM101: Mission as Transformation

SESSION 12: BECOMING MINISTERING COMMUNITITIES IN MISSION

Making some learning notes
144. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  


Tasks for reflection
Fr Dunnill concludes his paper by offering three questions to help us to reflect further on the ideas which he has put forward.  Respond to these questions in your learning journal:

145. Is it possible to draw inspiration from the way the Early Church operated without falling into congregationalism? That is, what role if any is retained by the Diocese and the wider Church? 

146. Are we only talking about maintaining the local Church, or is the local Church still primarily - as St Paul certainly thought - a vehicle for mission? 

147. Is it realistic to ask if we could operate (as the Early Church did) with a model of corporate leadership in the local Church, and how would it work? 

Choose one of the following tasks focusing on Bishop Frensdorff’s poem and respond to it in your learning journal:

148. What is your personal response to this vision for the Church?  Do you find it challenging and empowering, or rather threatening?  Why?

149. How do you respond to Bishop Frensdorff’s call for a church in which there is “no clerical status and no classes of Christians”?

150. Bishop Frensdroff’s dream is of “a ministering community rather than a community gathered around a minister”.  What are some of the implications of this for your local Church and for your role in it?
151. Is there one particular phrase in the poem that immediately rings bells with you?  What is it and why do you think it had that effect?

CM102: Anglicanism

SESSION 12: TRANSFORMING THE COMMUNION

Making some learning notes
152. As in previous sessions you may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.  

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

153. Having read the proposed Anglican Communion Covenant what do you consider to be the strengths and weaknesses of having a covenant for the Anglican Communion?  How do you respond to the fact that the Synod of the Diocese of Newcastle voted against supporting the Covenant?
154. The covenant between this Diocese of Newcastle and the two Roman Catholic neighbouring dioceses envisages a closer relationship between the churches.  What might be some of the implications for your parish and congregation?

155. The way the discussion has been structured so far amongst Church leaders and the committees of national churches makes it appear that a top-down approach has been adopted in which local church members have not had much an opportunity to contribute. 

What would you suggest as a process for engaging as many Anglicans as possible in the process of developing a Covenant for the Anglican Communion? Do you think that members of your congregation would be interested in the debate and want to contribute to it? How could you best raise their awareness of the issues involved?

156. The Anglican Communion Covenant  places a strong emphasis on Anglicanism’s priorities in mission and evangelisation, but tensions within the Communion are impairing mission on the ground.

For example some provinces which have previously been in partnership with western churches which have financially supported mission projects, have said they will no longer accept help from churches they regard as having strayed from scriptural truth.  What would be your response if this question about mission giving was raised at a parish meeting? 

157. The issues which have divided the Anglican family internationally can also be issues which divide us both as a national and a local Church. What evidence is there for the disputes over how we should interpret scripture dividing Anglicans both nationally and in your congregation? What principles do you feel should guide our ministering and witnessing were such a situation to be the case? 
158. Some Anglican leaders like Archbishop Desmond Tutu have argued that the debates about how the Bible is to be interpreted within different cultures, and what kind of instruments we need in the governance of the Communion are distracting our focus from addressing the pressing crises our world is facing, including poverty, disease and the environment.  How do you respond to this argument?

Integrative exercise

159. Bishop Frensdorff’s poetic dream of what the Church could be is inspiring for many people in our Diocese.  Write your own poem, draw a picture or employ any medium or style which appeals to you to express your personal dream for the Church.  Include this in your learning journal.

160. Look at, and make any changes to your five marks of mission.  Now compare your version of the marks to the ones which were introduced to you at the start of the course.  As you compare them write your reflections in your learning journal.

We would like to include some of the final marks of mission on our website.  If you would be willing to let us use your final version please e-mail it to us at director@schooloftheology.net

Situation analysis

161. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
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