DM201: God and the People of Israel


SESSION 1: THE OLD TESTAMENT -  
WHAT IS IT?

Making some learning notes

1. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

What differences will this sessions readings make to the way that you would now approach and treat the Old Testament in terms of your own private reading, and your explanation of the Old Testament to others?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

Some of the Old Testament stories originated in Israel, others were borrowed from surrounding cultures and adapted.  It has been argued that part of the genius of Hebrew culture was its ability “to borrow and transform” the stories and practices of other cultures into the worship of God.  
Can you think of examples of this ancient approach at work in our Christian life and worship today?

It is argued that communities are bound together by shared tradition and experiences and that the Old Testament is best viewed as the story of a people or a community.  For what reasons do you agree or disagree with this approach?  

In the light of the way that the Old Testament was put together over a very long period of time from many different sources, and embracing very diverse kinds of writings, what are we implying when to say that all Scripture is inspired by God?

How would you explain to a Bible Study group the role of myths and legends in the Old Testament?

Integrative exercise

Write up to 250 words in your learning journal first identifying the main things you have learnt from this session’s study, and secondly, reflecting on the way that you might share this information with your local congregation, and the responses which you might receive from them?

Why not explore this further with your parish priest?

DM202: Two Thousand Years of the Church
SESSION 1: WHY STUDY HISTORY?

Making some learning notes

2. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

3. If you were invited to take part in a debate on the topic “History is bunk” which side of the debate would you prefer to be on, and what would be the main arguments you would advance in the debate?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

4. Stephen Fry suggests that history is all about imagination rather than facts.  In what period of history can you imagine yourself feeling most at home?  Try to give reasons for your answer.

5. Archbishop Williams argues that “good theology does not come from bad history”.  Can you provide an illustration of what he means?

6. History does not tell us what to do, but prompts us to take action of a more aware kind in our own particular situation, suggests Rowan Williams.  Can you identify two or three historical events which inform your action in mission, witness or ministry?

7. The Archbishop suggests that one way of reading history is to ask “to what call is this a response?” and examining the way people responded in the past, experience something of that call ourselves. Can you give a few examples from the history of the Church which speak to you in this way?

Integrative exercise

8. In your learning journal write up to 250 words explaining how the history of the Church can contribute to your understanding and practice of ministry today.


Situation analysis

Each session you will be asked to remember to complete tasks in the situation analysis handbook.  Please refer to the handbook for guidance and instructions.

This session you are asked to complete the tasks in the first session of the handbook.

DM201: God and the People of Israel

SESSION 2: THE OLD TESTAMENT - 
AN OVERVIEW OF THE STORY


Making some learning notes

9. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

How would you respond to a person who asks you whether the story of Noah and the flood is historically true?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

Do you think a book like Leviticus with its lists of laws has any relevance for Christian life today?  What arguments can you advance for supporting or rejecting its use?

Richard Coggins suggests that for many readers of the Old Testament the instinctive and proper reaction is to treasure the accounts as stories of great literary merit rather than trying to establish their historical reliability.  

What is your reaction to this suggestion?  Does it run counter to the way you have been taught to deal with the Old Testament?

Which parts of the story of Israel most appeal to you?  Why?

It is sometimes said that the image of God we see in the Old Testament is harsh and vindictive, whereas the God of the New Testament is depicted as a God of love.  Do you regard this as fair comment or as a misunderstanding?

In our society we often tend to think of religion as an individual choice and a voluntary activity, whereas in the Old Testament religion is depicted as forms of practice and sets of values which are binding on the whole community.  What do you see as the strengths and weaknesses of these two understandings?

Integrative exercise

A friend confides in you that he or she is experiencing a crisis of faith having discovered that some of the events depicted in the Old Testament may not have occurred historically.  What are the main steps you would take to help your friend through this crisis?

DM202: Two Thousand Years of the Church

SESSION 2: THE EARLY PERSECUTIONS 
OF THE CHURCH

Making some learning notes

10. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

11. Using books and internet resources compose a list of those countries around the world where Christians are suffering persecution today and the reasons for their persecution. 

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

12. Looking back at the early persecutions today, would you say they were “good news”, or “bad news” for the Church, or both? Give reasons for your response.

13. Can you recall a time when you suffered as a result of your Christian faith?  How did you handle that situation?

14. What evidence is there of people being persecuted for their beliefs in Australia today?

15. What are some of the ways that people in your Parish could respond to Christians overseas such like those in Sudan or in Iraq who are currently suffering persecution?

Integrative exercise

16. While we may not suffer persecution on the scale of that meted out to the early Christians, our witness and ministry may be vigorously challenged by some sectors of our community. In your learning journal, in no more than 250 words, describe any ways in which you have been confronted and/or your strategies for dealing with confrontation or rejection.

Why not explore with your Parish Priest how you could share these insights with your congregation.

Situation analysis

17. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.

DM201: God and the People of Israel

SESSION 3: THE HEBREW PEOPLE - 
A DIFFERENT WORLD FROM OURS
Making some learning notes

18. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

How does understanding more of the contexts of the Hebrew people help our reading of the Old Testament today?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

The first reading stresses the way in which boundaries of behaviour were established in ancient Israel. One of the main features of ancient Hebrew life was the provision of rituals to restore people who had transgressed the boundaries - hence the tradition of offering sacrifices.  

What are the main ways in which we restore people to community today?  What contemporary rituals for restoration are you aware of?

Climate played a vital role in the life of Israel.  In Australia we are particularly aware of the effects of droughts and floods on the lives of communities.  Do you think that the Old Testament has things to say to us about our response to climate change today?

Changing economic conditions in the transition from tribal society to monarchy seem to have exacerbated class distinctions with for example, people being oppressed by landowners and moneylenders and sold into slavery.  What parallels can you discern within contemporary society?

In our modern times scientific explanations are offered for phenomena which to the Israelites were indicators of God’s activity in the world (thunder, lightening, rainbows).   How should Christians reconcile scientific knowledge and understandings contained in Old Testament texts?

Some of the ancient religions, like the fertility cult of Baal, incorporated human sexuality into their belief and practice, whereas the Israelites perceived Jahweh to be a non-sexual being which translated into an uneasy relationship with human sexuality. Our Christian tradition inherits much of the Jewish approach, and this has often led to tensions between theology /worship on the one hand, and sexuality on the other. In your assessment how well or badly is the church addressing issues of sexuality today?

Integrative exercise

This session’s first reading outlined some of the social modifications which took place as ancient Israel passed through various stages of historic and community development.

In around 250 words note in your learning journal some of the social modifications you can identify happening in society today, and how these might influence our Christian mission and ministry.

DM202: Two Thousand Years of the Church

SESSION 3: MONASTICISM AND THE DARK AGES

Making some learning notes

19. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

20. What aspects of the development of monastic life under Basil can provide helpful guidance to Christian life today?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

21. How would you explain in a sermon Jesus’s command that we sell all that we have to give to the poor?

22. Do you think that there would be any value in exploring the development of new monastic communities in the life of our Diocese today?  Try to explain your answer.

23. Our second reading distinguishes between the Red Martyrs (who gave up their lives for the faith), the Green Martyrs (who sought out isolated and green parts of Ireland to live simple lives), and the White Martyrs (who preserved the light of civilisation in a darkened world).  What examples of these three forms of martyrdom can you identify in today’s world?

24. Some social commentators (like the American evangelist Charles Colson who has written a book called Against the Night: Living in the New Dark Ages) depict our world as entering a new Dark Age in which cherished institutions are crumbling.  The 2009 worldwide economic recession raises similar concerns for many. To what extent do you think this could be the case?

25. If a young person from your congregation approached you saying they felt called to serve as a monk or a nun, what advice and guidance would you offer?

Integrative exercise

26. A Rule or Rhythm of Life seeks to express the priorities and organisation of Christian living.  Compose a Rule or Rhythm of Life for yourself and write it in your learning journal in around 250 words.

You might like to use such headings as prayer, worship, family time, recreation and reflection.

Situation analysis

27. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.

DM201: God and the People of Israel

SESSION 4: HOW DO ANGLICANS READ THE OLD TESTAMENT?
Making some learning notes

28. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.
Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

The first reading claims that Anglicans read the whole of the Bible, not just the parts of it that suit us.  Do you think this is a fair claim in relation to our Christian communities’ approaches to the Bible?  (Think about your personal experience of the reading of the Bible in your local congregation as you consider your answer).

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

29. Reflecting on the manner in which African culture profoundly influences the reading of the Old Testament, can you discern any ways in which Australian culture informs the way that we read the Old Testament?  In what ways does our Australian culture influence the way we read Scripture?

Professor David Ford speaks of Anglicans as “inhabiting” the Bible “through worship, preaching, teaching and meditation” indicating that the Bible is not external to us, but lies at the heart of all facets of our Christian practice. To what extent do you agree with him, or see the situation differently?

It is suggested that sometimes we “fail to welcome the creative space” that Anglicanism offers us in terms of approaching scripture.  Can you cite any examples of this failure from your experience of the Church?

How convincing do you find Ched Myers’ reading of the Old Testament and links to contemporary radical “Green” movements?  Give reasons for your answer.

Integrative exercise

From what you have learnt in these three readings, note in no more than 250 words, what would you discern to be the main features of an Anglican reading of the Old Testament, and how this informs your mission or ministry.

DM202: Two Thousand Years of the Church

SESSION 4: THE GREAT SCHISM OF 1054

Making some learning notes

30. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Reflective questions

Please complete this task in your learning journal:

31. Given that doctrinal controversy seems to be a perennial element in Christian history and experience, what do you think to be the most creative ways of dealing with it?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

32. Clearly there are areas which the Eastern churches regard as 
non-negotiable when it comes to ecumenical conversations.  Are there features of Anglicanism that you feel should be non-negotiable? Why or why not?

33. To what extent do you think it would be helpful and/or unhelpful to be able to establish Ecumenical Councils once more which could make decisions binding upon the whole Church?

34. What are the main gifts that the Eastern church has to offer churches of the West?

35. The reading suggests that one way forward in disputes like that between the Eastern and Western churches is that both sides need to look back in sorrow and repentance. What do you think this would involve for each side?

Integrative exercise

What do you think to be the greatest lessons for ministry today to emerge from the events surrounding the Great Schism?  Write around 250 words addressing this question in your learning journal.
Situation analysis

36. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.

DM201: God and the People of Israel

SESSION 5: IN THE BEGINNING - 
STORIES OF CREATION
Making some learning notes

37. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

What differences (if any) has this session’s reading on the biblical accounts of creation made to the way that you will approach the Old Testament from now on?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

In the first creation story God creates humans last as the crowning glory of creation; in the second, humans are created first in the order of living things.  What do you think the main theological significance of each account is?

Scholars suggest that the Jahwist account (J) reflects the community optimism of the time of the monarchy of David and Solomon with its “national optimism”, whilst the Priestly editing (P) reflects the conditions of the Exile where a more “transnational” understanding of God was required.   What impact do our contemporary social conditions have upon the way we understand God today? 

What significance do you attach to the close parallels between Babylonian and Hebrew creation stories?  

What links are you able to establish between the Old Testament stories of creation and the Aboriginal stories which you have read?

Integrative exercise

A colleague leading a parish bible study group on Genesis which has two members who are “creationists” who believe the creation stories to be literally true, seeks your advice on how to best handle the situation. What suggestions would you offer? Summarise your advice in around 250 words in your learning journal.

DM202: Two Thousand Years of the Church

SESSION 5: HERETICAL MOVEMENTS OF THE MIDDLE AGES

Making some learning notes

38. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

39. What movements in the contemporary world would you regard as having parallels with the heretical movements of the Middle Ages?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

40. To what extent do you think that some form of ‘voluntary poverty’ should be a component of ministry today?  Provide some examples.

41. In some of the mediaeval heresies sexual freedom was regarded as a sign of spiritual emancipation, a sentiment echoed by some “Hippy” groups in the 1960’s.  How would you respond to a person who presented you with this argument today?

42. One response to dealing with heresy was the establishment of the now infamous Inquisition, which tried to protect orthodoxy by torturing and putting to death those deemed to be “heretics”. Should we be concerned about heretical views in today’s church, and how should we deal with them?

43. The heresies we have been discussing in this session were of great appeal to groups neglected by the Church – to the poor and to women.  Based on your experience, what groups do you think the Church’s mission today tends to exclude but needs to engage with?
Integrative exercise

44. The charges of both “schism” and “heresy” are still bandied about today, particularly in relation to the current conflicts within the Anglican Communion. Imagine that you were invited to be an Australian representative on an international Commission addressing these issues.  

In no more than 250 words outline the principles and approach you would take in relation to your understanding of schisms and heresies.

Situation analysis

45. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.

DM201: God and the People of Israel

SESSION 6: THE COVENANT WITH THE HEBREWS

Making some learning notes

46. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

What strengths and weaknesses can you identify in the notion of covenant as our two readings depict it?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

Walter Brueggemann argues that Christianity today manifests a theology that knows too much, a God who is too strong, a Church that is too allied with triumphalist culture, and a ministry that is associated too much with strength.  To what extent do you consider this a reasonable critique?

The idea of “covenant” in the Old Testament embraces relationships from the personal, like that between David and Jonathan, to the international, after the manner of treaties.  In what areas of life today do you think this concept might be valuable?

The covenant involves the development of community amongst those who are partners to it.  We can see that this worked to a large degree for the Hebrews, but how realistic do you think it is for the author of the first reading to argue that it should become the basis of the Jewish nation today?

Brueggemann suggests that there can be no new community on earth until there is a fresh expression of who God is.  Have you any suggestions as to how this fresh expression could be framed?

Our readings reveal different layers of meaning as the idea of “covenant” developed.  Originally the term meant “shackle” or “chain” and implied a binding agreement.  At the other extreme it is argued that in a covenant agreement nothing is predetermined and everything is yet to be decided.  How do you see these extremes represented in the current debate about the necessity (or otherwise) of a covenant for the Anglican Communion?

Integrative exercise

Locate a copy of the Covenant agreement made by the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle and the Roman Catholic Dioceses of Maitland-Newcastle and Broken Bay.  (The text should be on display in your local church building).   In no more than 250 words in your learning journal identify and comment on the main values which this Covenant embraces.

DM202: Two Thousand Years of the Church
SESSION 6: THE CRUSADES

Making some learning notes

47. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

48. The ferocity of some of the Crusades remains a bitter memory and has continued to hinder Christian-Muslim relationships in our time. How might you respond to a Muslim who raised this matter with you?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

49. The author argues that the crusading spirit, evolving and adapting to changed circumstances, has persisted as a strategy of Christian engagement and mission.  What evidence of this can you identify today?

50. “Preaching a Crusade” became a feature of mediaeval life. Thus St Bernard of Clairvaux proclaimed in a sermon “Fly then to arms; let holy rage animate you in the fight, and let the Christian world resound with these words of the prophet, ‘Cursed be he who does not stain his sword with blood!’ Can you identify any parallel contemporary abuses of the practice of preaching?

51. St Francis’s witness was to challenge the accepted wisdom of the crusades by ministering to its victims and seeking out opportunities for presenting the Gospel.  Are there any examples of this kind of peaceful prophetic action which you can think of in recent history?

52. It is suggested in the reading that the word “crusade” is a relatively modern expression for what was regarded by participants as “pilgrimage”.  What do you make of this argument?  What do the words “crusade” and “pilgrimage” mean to you today?

53. Should the hymn “Onward Christian Soldiers” be sung in Church? Justify your answer.  

Integrative exercise

54. The right of Christians to bear arms has always been a contested issue. Christian pacifists argue that war and violence are contrary to Christ’s teaching, while others find support for certain kinds of war on the basis of the Just War Theory. 

The issue becomes particularly sensitive when Australian troops are engaged in overseas campaigns such as that in Afghanistan.

What advice would you offer a young man or woman from your congregation who was seeking a Christian perspective on the morality of joining the army?

In around 250 words make notes on your response in your learning journal.
Situation analysis

55. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.

DM201: God and the People of Israel

SESSION 7: REMAINING FAITHFUL - THE LAW

Making some learning notes

56. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

It is frequently argued that the Ten Commandments provide the basis for Western democratic societies and their cultures.  To what degree do you think that this is true?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

In the light of the history of the development of the Ten Commandments, in what sense are we able to argue that they are God-given? 



It was argued in the first reading that human morality is rooted in a community’s economic struggle.  How convincing do you consider that argument?  Can you cite any evidence for it from contemporary Australia?

Like the woman quoted at the beginning of the reading, there are many people who think that society has gone wrong because the Church is failing to teach the basic precepts of morality.   What are your reactions to this claim?

What arguments would you raise against the views propounded in the second reading?

What aspects of the Old Testament understanding of the Law do you think should be binding upon Christians today?

Integrative exercise

If you were invited to preach or give a reflection on the significance of the Ten Commandments for contemporary life, what are the main points you would make? Write your response of around 250 words in your learning journal.

DM202: Two Thousand Years of the Church
SESSION 7: THE RENAISSANCE

Making some learning notes

57. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

58. In the Renaissance the image of God changed dramatically as He was perceived as permeating all reality including the new sciences.  What do you identify as the main feature of our image of God today?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

59. The Renaissance was an era of prolific religious artistic creation. What contribution does art make to your contemporary Christian life and witness?  What forms do the creative arts take in your church building, your worship and congregational life? 

60. During the Renaissance era people’s perception of the world changed and old ways of thinking were considered no longer valid. In what ways has your perception of the world changed in your lifetime?

61. Artistic creations are often interpreted as expressions of the artist’s spiritual quest.  If you have produced “a work of art” that has been important to your own spiritual development reflect on its significance for you. If it is a visual work you may like to include a photograph of it as well.

62. The “present day devotion” (Devotio moderna) was typical of attempts to recapture the simplicity of the Christian life.  To what extent do you consider such a return to “a simple life” a realistic objective in today’s complex world?

63. The reading prompts reflection on the use of inclusive language. To what extent were its continual references to “man” a hindrance to your reading? How do you respond to the Church’s current concern for the use of inclusive language?

Integrative exercise

64. During the Renaissance people looked back to the great achievements of the classical past in order to cultivate a better society and better human beings. At the same time Renaissance figures like Sir Thomas More (Utopia) or Machiavelli (The Prince) looked towards an ideal future. 

Do you regard yourself as a backward-looking or forward-looking person – or both? Is there a particular historical era that you draw inspiration from? Do you have a reasonably clear vision of what you would like the world to be?

In around 250 words write up in your learning journal how either or both of  these stances inform your life and practice today?

Situation analysis

65. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.

DM201: God and the People of Israel

SESSION 8: THE HOPE OF LIBERATION - EXODUS FROM EGYPT

Making some learning notes

66. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

What new perspectives and understandings have you gained on the Exodus through your engagement with these readings?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

The first author argues that the interpretation of the Exodus changed as the social and historical circumstances of Israel changed.  Does this argument make sense to you?  What does it say about the general way that Biblical narratives should be approached?

One of the bases for the Exodus was people becoming very aware that there existed an alternative to their present situation.  When you consider life in Australia today, are there areas in which you think some form of liberation is needed?  What alternatives can you imagine?

Do contemporary archeological findings which cast doubt upon the historicity of the Exodus and other biblical stories in any way diminish the power of the Exodus as a theme in Christian and Jewish life?  Give reasons for your response.
Because we pride ourselves on being an egalitarian society, there is resistance in Australia to discussing the notion of class-based distinctions.  But liberation theologians like Pixley make a strong case for recognition of an oppressed class in both ancient and contemporary communities.  To what extent do you consider this a reality in Australia today? 
Integrative exercise

The story of the Exodus is essentially that of God manifesting himself through historical events. To what extent do you see the presence of God in history as a phenomenon today?  Respond in your learning journal in around 250 words providing examples that you can think of.  

Some supporters of the modern state of Israel claim that its legitimacy is partly based on God giving the Promised Land to the Jews in perpetuity.
What impact do you think the biblical and archaeological evidence cited by Shlomo Sand has upon this claim?
DM202: Two Thousand Years of the Church
SESSION 8:  THE REFORMATION
Making some learning notes

67. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

68. Imagine you are the reformer Martin Luther producing a list of criticisms of the contemporary church to nail to the doors of our Cathedral.  What would be your main criticisms?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

69. The availability of printed material was one of the factors which worked to the advantage of the reformers.  How could our Church today make better use of contemporary media and communications?

70. One of the issues in reformation protest was the immense power, financial, political and personal exercised by the clergy and hierarchy of the Church.  In what ways does the contemporary church still exercise power, or do you regard it as relatively powerless? 

71. In the 1960’s one of the controversial books written by the Bishop of Woolwich, John Robinson, was called The New Reformation which focussed on the way the church needed to re-organise itself to meet the challenges of the late twentieth century. The work suggests that the Reformation is not a singular event back in the sixteenth century but a continual process. What contemporary evidence suggests to you that this is indeed the case?

72. Martin Luther’s work, and particularly his insistence on the right of laity to read and appropriate the Bible, inspired the Peasants Revolt, a movement he felt forced to disown. Can you think of other examples from history, or from you own experience when a creative idea produced entirely unanticipated results?

Integrative exercise

73. Despite the fact that Reformation era was characterised by a heady mix of religion and politics, some people criticise the Church today whenever it comments on matters of political significance.  How do you handle political questions which arise in your witness and ministry?  Comment in around 250 words in your learning journal.

Situation analysis

74. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.

DM201: God and the People of Israel

SESSION 9: BY THE RIVERS OF BABYLON -  
THE EXILE

Making some learning notes

75. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

Territorial sovereignty is destructible,  principles of faith are not: so runs David Aberbach’s argument.  To what extent do you consider this an adequate and useful summary of the Exile?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

The author emphasises the way that through the poetry of the prophets the Jews discovered and celebrated new ways of thinking about God.  Is there a poem which speaks to you about God?  If so, copy it into your journal.  Or if you enjoy writing poetry, compose a short poem which conveys your idea of God.

In the second part of his paper, David Aberbach tries to explore the psyche of the Jews in Exile through modern psychology.  How successful do you think this approach is?  To what extent can we interpret “ancient” events through “modern” eyes?

Judah in exile was able to express as a community and in its worship a profound sense of loss and grief.  Funerals apart, do you think we pay sufficient attention to this need in our contemporary liturgies?  

War still drives people into exile.  A contemporary example for us are the Sudanese communities which have come to Australia.  What are some of the lessons we can learn from exiled communities today?

Integrative exercise

As well as being an historical experience, “exile” can be a contemporary personal experience of the apparent absence, silence or ambiguity of God in our world.

In around 250 words in your learning journal either describe an experience of “exile” or “abandonment” you have suffered and how you dealt with it; or suggest the advice you would give to a parishioner undergoing this kind of experience.

DM202: Two Thousand Years of the Church
SESSION 9: THE ENLIGHTENMENT

Making some learning notes

76. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

77. Porter suggests that the Enlightenment created modern problems which we are still attempting to resolve. What in your view are some of these problems?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

78. In the Enlightenment age of reason, thinkers suggested that religion would be stripped of all its mediaeval accretions like belief in a literal fiery hell. How far was this true? Can you identify any remaining accretions we still have yet to deal with?

79. John Gray twins “religion and poetry” as reliable guides to life.  Why do you think he makes this connection?

80. Make a list of the ways you see Australia becoming more secular these days, then comment on whether items in your list should be encouraged or discouraged.

81. To what extent ,and based upon what evidence, do you agree or disagree with critics of the Enlightenment who argue that the concept of human progress is more an illusion than a reality?

Integrative exercise

The Enlightenment heralded, amongst other things, the rise of scientific explanations of reality.  What do you perceive to be the current conflicts between religion and science? How do these conflicts impact upon your personal life and your Christian witness.

Respond in no more than 250 words in your learning journal.

Situation analysis

82. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.

DM201: God and the People of Israel

SESSION 10: PRAISE AND LAMENT - 
THE BOOK OF PSALMS

Making some learning notes

83. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

The psalms address some of the universal themes in a person’s spiritual life, such as God’s apparent silence or absence at times.  What other major themes are you able to identify?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

How useful do you find the psalms in Christian worship?  Can you suggest arguments for and against their use?

How do you think we should treat the more violent and derogatory sentiments in the psalms in Christian worship: simply as representative of the age in which they were written, or should we avoid reciting them altogether?

The recitation of the psalms together with other readings from the Bible lie at the heart of the spiritual discipline of the ordained clergy.  Do you think this should also be the case for lay ministers of the Church?  Why, or why not?

One of the most popular psalms is Psalm 42: “As the deer longs for the water-brooks: so longs my soul for you, O God”.  What is your favourite psalm and what makes it so?

Integrative exercise

 Anglican priest Father Jim Cotter thinks that the psalms, rather than just being formally recited in worship, should be recovered as Christian prayers. In his book Psalms for a Pilgrim People (Harrisburg, Morehouse Publishing) he paraphrases the psalms in contemporary language. He does not go back to the original Hebrew to provide a new translation of them; he simply updates their imagery. Here are a few verses from his version of Psalm 7:

A Society in Fragments

O God, we are shaken by terror,

our hearts grown cold through fear.

The lions roar, their teeth are bared,

they pounce at our throats and tear us apart.

The powers that be stand over us,

whispering treason to workers for peace,

declaring redundant the awkward and angular,

destroying by rumour the worth of a name.

Our loyalties no longer bind us,

family, neighbourhood, union, factory.

The young prowl the streets and the precincts,

alienated, rootless, pain turning to violence.

And the old, the weak, and the poor all cringe,

their welfare, their lives, threatened and vulnerable.

Your will for us, dear God, is sure and steady,

that we do justly, love mercy,

and walk humbly in your Way:

You would not have us return evil for evil,

plundering our enemies and requiting our friends.

This session you are invited to choose a few verses from a psalm, and like Jim Cotter, put them into contemporary imagery, so that they can be used as a personal prayer.
Write up your psalm/prayer in your learning journal.

DM202: Two Thousand Years of the Church
SESSION 10: THE MISSIONARY ERA

Making some learning notes

84. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

85. In the Great Missionary Era, missionaries tended to identify the culture with which they were engaging with depravity and evil, while remaining blind to social evils in their own cultures. How true is this of our missionary efforts in the Diocese today?  What examples can you give?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

86. One “fault” of the missionary movement was its creation of conditions in which the younger churches could never reach maturity. To what extent are we continuing to behave in this way in our contemporary mission activities?

87. The publicity machines of the missionary agencies seem to have indulged in “hype” and “spin” one hundred and fifty years before these terms became fashionable! To what extent do you think the Church still tends to trumpet its apparent “successes”?  Can you give an example?

88. Our second reading suggests that the missionaries had little interest in probing the reasons for Aboriginal resistance to evangelisation.  What, in your situation today, do you perceive to be people’s main resistances to the Gospel, and how would you address these?

89. What do you regard as the primary failures of the early missions in Australia and how could we best guard against repeating them today?

90. Some Victorian missionaries tended to regard themselves as pioneering heroes bringing the light of civilisation to benighted savages.  Why is this not a useful image for mission today?  
91. Construct a list of the basic principles that you think should govern your practice of mission in your local context.

Integrative exercise

92. The early missions to Australia, in the light of a poor response to conversion or baptism, were assessed in terms of the missionaries’ persistence in difficult situations.  To what extent do you regard persistence as a value in today’s mission context, and what other values would you advocate?

Write your response in about 250 words in your learning journal.

Situation analysis

93. Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.

DM201: God and the People of Israel

SESSION 11: WHY DO GOOD PEOPLE SUFFER?  THE STORY OF JOB

Making some learning notes

94. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

Do you find the treatment of the issue of the suffering of good people in the Book of Job satisfactory or unsatisfactory?   What are your reasons?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

To what extent have you encountered in your own life, the issues which confronted Job?

The extract says that in the story of Job, a false conception of God received from the tradition is converted into a personal relationship of trust and surrender.  Can you think of any false conceptions of God that religious tradition conveys to us today?

Do you think that Job’s friends were posing the right questions and advancing helpful arguments?  If not, what would you have said if you were one of the friends?

The reading states that Job is tortured by the remoteness and hidden-ness of God. To what extent do you think the conditions of modern life make God inaccessible to people?  How should people approach this issue today?

Integrative exercise

A member of your congregation who is distressed by a close relative suffering from a terminal illness, asks you to explain why good people suffer. 

In no more than 250 words write the main points you would make in your response in your learning journal.

DM202: Two Thousand Years of the Church
SESSION 11: THE AGE OF ECUMENISM

Making some learning notes

95. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection


Please complete this task in your learning journal:
96. If you were invited to preach at a service celebrating ecumenism, what biblical or theological themes would you include?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

97. To what extent do you think that the ecumenical movement should aim to create a kind of “superchurch”?  What advantages and/or disadvantages can you identify?

98. What have we gained as Anglicans from the Ecumenical Movement? Have there been any losses?

99. A feature of the World Council of Churches has been its strong witness and leadership on issues of social justice.  Do you think that we as Anglicans exercise enough of a prophetic ministry of this nature?  Use examples if you can of what we are doing, and what we could be doing.

100. Do you think the churches should speak with “one voice” on social issues; or is there value in them advocating a range of responses? What “pros” and “cons” can you identify?  

Integrative exercise

What range of ecumenical activities and projects is your parish currently involved in?  What future ecumenical involvements would you like to see your parish engaged in?

In around 250 words write your responses in your learning journal.

Situation analysis

Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
DM201: God and the People of Israel

Session 12: The Future Hope -  
Looking for a Messiah

Making some learning notes

101. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

What do you perceive as the main characteristics of the Messiah/Suffering Servant as portrayed by Second Isaiah?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

Some contemporary social critics depict us today inhabiting a culture of pessimism not unlike that of the Jews in Exile.  In what ways is this an accurate description?  What help is Second Isaiah?

Second Isaiah emphasises that Israel has a special vocation in the world: to universalise the message of Jahweh’s Kingdom.  Many nations think they have a unique contribution to make to the world.  What is or could be Australia’s unique contribution?

“To be highly exalted through suffering is the deepest mystery of Israel’s calling”.  To what extent do you regard it also as the deepest mystery of the Christian calling?

What are the main differences between the Jewish and Christian understandings of the nature and role of the Messiah?

What has this course as a whole taught you about the value of the Old Testament for Christians?

Integrative exercise

102. Our readings about the hoped-for Messiah remind us of the importance of hope in the Christian life. As you think about your Christian vocation and witness, what are the expectations and hopes that you would like to realise? 

In around 250 words, summarise these in your learning journal. 

DM202: Two Thousand Years of the Church
SESSION 12: THE CHURCH IN 
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

Making some learning notes

103. You may find it helpful to make some notes in your learning journal about what you have been reading.

Tasks for reflection
Please complete this task in your learning journal:

104. What from the past might we need to consider abandoning in order to become Ministering Communities in Mission?

Please complete one of these tasks in your leaning journal:

105. For what reasons is your historical understanding of the twentieth century optimistic, pessimistic or mixed? 

106. One of our readings comments on the inter-communal tensions between faith communities in places like India.  What inter-communal tensions are you aware of in Australia today and what role could the Church have in addressing them?

107. To what extent do you share the view that in the twentieth century “media have gradually displaced the clergy as the ‘moral policemen’ and chief shapers of public opinion”?

108. Father Cowdrell concludes by asking “Will we put our money on the emerging church or not?”  How would you respond to him?

Integrative exercise

109. “We make history, or history makes us!” In what ways do you perceive Ministering Communities in Mission to be history-making? Note your response in around 250 words in your learning journal. 

Situation analysis

Remember to refer to your situation analysis handbook for tasks to be completed this session.
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